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tive data on which he most prided himself were attacked.
Hence, when in 1867 his own colleague, the late Mr. J. B.
Jukes, Director of the Geological Survey of Ireland, began
to throw doubts on the received classification of the
Devonian rocks, he watched the progress of the discussion
with keen interest, but, partly from a wish not to let open
disagreement appear too strongly between himself and his
officers, kept as well out of it himself as might be. Mr.
Jukes contended, in direct opposition to Murchison's long
accepted conclusion, that the Old Eed Sandstone could not
be classed with the Devonian slates and limestones without
a violation of all the rules and logic which govern our geo-
logical nomenclature. He maintained that the Old Red
Sandstone was something altogether different from, and
older than the Devonian rocks, and that the latter must be
ranged with the great masses of slate and grit which under-
lie the Mountain Limestone in Ireland, and form the base
of the Carboniferous system.

It may be imagined how much Murchison would take
this proposed reform to heart. Honestly and firmly be-
lieving that his colleague was making an egregious blunder
in venting such a heterodox notion, he urged him very
warmly to recede from the untenable position. In letters
to other friends he spoke in a compassionate way of the
wilful waywardness of his subordinate, who seemed to him
bent on becoming a geological felo de se.

But the bold and skilful Director of the Irish Geological
Survey knew what he was doing. He could not believe,
nor even understand, that any one could possibly be offended
by an attempt on his part to correct what his experience
had taught him to be error. And so, holding clearly to hisou, and
